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discovery of gold removed one impediment from the way,
by removing the pre-eminent position of New South Wales.
A new arrival in Victoria, Mr. G-avan Duffy, threw himself
heart and soul into the movement for a federal union.
Just as among the founders of the American Republic, men
like Alexander Hamilton and James Wilson, who were
themselves new comers to the American continent, found
it easier to embrace national ideas than men brought up
and fostered amongst provincial prejudices, so Gavan
DuSy, fresh from struggles on behalf of Irish national
aspirations, was at once taken by the idea of an Australian
nation. But there was no such compelling necessity as
finally vanquished American provincial prejudices ; neither
with all his qualities was Gavan Duffy quite of the stuff
of the founders of the United States. Still the Report of
the Committee of the Victorian Assembly,1 which considered
the subject of federation, drafted by Duffy, was one of the
ablest documents in favour of the movement which has
ever been written. 'Neighbouring States of the second
rank', it was said, and the words were quoted with approval
in 1890 by Sir Henry Parkes, 'inevitablybecome confederates
or enemies. By becoming confederates so early in their
career the Australian Colonies would, we believe, immensely
economize their strength and resources. They would
substitute a common material interest for local and
conflicting interests, and waste no more time in barren
rivalry. They would enhance their material credit and
obtain much earlier a power of undertaking works of
serious cost and importance. They would not only save
time and money, but obtain immense vigour and accuracy
by treating larger questions of public policy at one time
and place, and in an assembly which it may be presumed
would consist of the wisest and most experienced statesmen
1 la quotations from the Reports of the Victorian and New South Wales
Committees I have availed myself of Mr. C. D. Allin's The Early Fed&ation
Movement of Australia (Kingston, 1907), a valuable book, which perhaps is
not so -well known as it deserves to be.